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Annual report for 1999 
by Bishop Gordon Roe 
The Rt Rev Gordon Roe, former Bishop 
of Hunt ington i n the Anglican Church, 
wrote the fol lowing co-moderators' report 
for the Anglican-Lutheran Society's annual 
general meeting (AGM) held at the Swed­
ish Church in London on March 13. Un­
fortunately Bishop Roe was i l l at the time 
of the meeting and was unable to attend. 
His report covers the Society's activities 
in the past year. 

1. This has been an unsettled year because 
The Rev Ronald Englund, the Lutheran co-
moderator, has been establishing himself 
in his t w o new homes - i n Falmouth, 
Massachusetts, USA, and i n Streatham, 
London, UK. We have relied on h i m so 
heavily in the past that this upheaval has 
had a disproportionately severe effect on 
our working . But he and Ruth n o w have 
a settled pattern of commuting between 
England and the States, and w e are hope­
ful that the work of the Society w i l l resume 
its normal vigour. We shall see h o w the 
new arrangements work . We owe an i m ­
measurable debt of gratitude to Ronald for 
his enthusiasm, initiative and charisma. 
With the latest means of communication, 
the fact that he lives for most of the year 
on the other side of the ocean should not 
be a difficulty. 

2. The committee has met three times. 

3. Since the last AGM, two issues of our 
newslet ter , The Window, have b e e n 
published instead of the usual four. I n 
compensation, the December issue was 
double-sized. We hope to return to our 
customary four issues this year. 

4. The ALS study tour last June, based i n 
Leipzig, Germany, was a great success. We 
stayed at the Leipzig Mission and visited 
Eisleben, where Luther was born and died; 
Wittenberg, the scene of some of the most 
dramatic events of the Reformation; and 
the marvellous Handel museum in Halle. 

5. Plans are wel l advanced for the ALS 
Conference at Westcott House, Cambridge, 
England, f r o m 10-13 September. The 
theme is "Justification: What it means 
for today" 

6. The Bishop of Grimsby, Dr D a v i d 
Tustin, retires as our Anglican Co-Presi­
dent this year. As one w h o has been 
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The Very Rev John Arnold, Dean of Durham, 
England, the newly-elected Anglican President 
of the Anglican-Lutheran Society 

d e e p l y i n v o l v e d i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
ecumenism for most of his ministry, he has 
been a great support to us. He has served 
as chairman of the Council for Christian 
Unity of the Church of England unt i l this 
year, and has played a key role in impor­
tant Anglican-Lutheran negotiations l ike 
Porvoo and Meissen. As Dr Tustin's suc­
cessor, the Committee has nominated the 
Dean of D u r h a m , the "Very Rev J o h n 
Arnold , w h o has spent much of his life in 
ecumenical discussions and has been a 
key Anglican negotiator. 

7. After five years of service, the Rev Brian 
Coleman has retired as our efficient and 
ever-cheerful treasurer. We are deeply 
grateful for ail he has done. Canon Guy 
Smith is nominated for election i n his 
place. 

8. Despite severe illness, Marianne Haig 
has w o r k e d hard to facilitate Committee 
meetings and to distribute The Window. 
We are grateful to her and continue to sup­
port her w i t h our prayers. 

9. A l l this activity and study need to be 
upheld by quiet and persistent prayer, es­
pecially for unity between Anglicans and 
Lutherans. There is so much c o m m o n 
en joyment , s tudy and exper ience for 
w h i c h we are grateful. But progress in 
growing together in love is still slow. 

Arnold elected 
President of ALS 
at annual meeting 

The Very Rev John Arnold , Dean of Dur­
ham, England, was elected Anglican presi­
dent of the Anglican-Lutheran Society at 
its annual general meeting on March 13 
at the Swedish Church in London. He suc­
ceeds the Rt Rev David Tustin, Bishop of 
Grimsby, England, w h o has retired after 
serving the Society for many years. 

D e a n A r n o l d j o i n s the Rt Rev E r i k 
Vikstrom, Bishop of Borga (Porvoo) of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland, 
as a president of the Society. While the 
co-moderators and committee are engaged 
i n the Society's o n g o i n g activities, the 
presidents give overall leadership w i t h 
their advice and suggestions. The Society 
has been blessed w i t h presidents w h o give 
invaluable guidance. 

Dean A r n o l d has long been involved in 
ecumenical w o r k including support for 
Anglican-Lutheran relationships. He re­
cently completed a term as president of 
the Conference of European Churches. He 
is also a member of the Ecumenical Com­
mission for Church and Society. His in ­
volvement w i t h ecumenism in Europe 
goes back more than 40 years. 

Born in London, John Arnold studied mod­
ern languages and theology at Cambridge 
University. He was ordained a priest in 
1961 and became an assistant curate in 
Sheffield, England. He served as chaplain 
and lecturer at Southampton University 
f rom 1963-72. From 1972-78 he was Sec­
retary of the Board for Mission and Unity 
of the Church of England. Fol lowing two 
years as Dean of Rochester, he assumed, 
in 1989, his present position as Dean of 
Durham and member of the Council of 
Durham University. Married w i t h three 
g r o w n children, he enjoys music and sing­
ing, languages, literature and translating 
poetry. 

Members of the ALS elected John Arnold 
as Anglican president unanimously and 
w i t h enthusiasm. The members also ex­
pressed their deep gratitude to the depart­
ing president, David Tustin, for his splen­
d i d leadership through the years. 
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Anglicans provide help to restore 
historic panels in Tallinn church 

Interior of the Pijhavaimu (Holy Spirit) Church in Tallinn, Estonia, where 57 Biblical panels 
adorning the gallery are being restored. Funds are being collected to complete the project. 

The Earl of Carlisle, a member of the Brit­
ish House of Lords, addressed p a r t i ­
cipants at the Society's A G M about a w o n ­
derful project. He is a leader i n the 
fundraising project to restore 57 panels 
depicting Biblical themes in the historic 
P t i h a v a i m u ( H o l y Spi r i t ) C h u r c h , i n 
Tallinn, Estonia. He writes: 

The A n g l i c a n c o m m u n i t y i n Estonia 
worships in the Pi ihavaimu Church i n 
Tallinn, a city of the Hanseatic League. 
Its existence is first recorded in 1316 and 
its completion dates back to the 15th cen­
tury. Unt i l the Reformation the church 
also served as a hospice chapel. 

Worship is conducted by the Lutheran 
Dean of Tallinn, the Rev Gustav Piir, and 
the Anglican Chaplain in Helsinki, the Rev 
Rupert Moreton. The church has forged 
strong links, since Estonia regained her 
independence in 1991, not least w i t h the 
Anglican Dioceses of Rochester and of 
Portsmouth in England, but also w i t h the 
Lutheran churches i n Germany, Finland 
and Sweden. 

The church hall was the scene of a his­
toric event on 8 September 1996 w h e n it 
played host to the celebration i n Tall inn 
of the signing of the Porvoo Declaration. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr George 
Carey, led the congregation in the celebra­
tion w i t h participants coming f rom Eng­
land, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, Finland, 
Sweden, Norway and Iceland. Latvians, 
I n g r i a n s a n d G e r m a n - s p e a k i n g 

Lutherans f r o m Russia also took part. 
The British community i n Estonia, sup­
ported by the former British ambassador 
to Estonia, Charles de Chassiron, and the 
f o r m e r A n g l i c a n C h a p l a i n , the Rev 
Francis Chadwick, decided to mark this 
great occasion by repairing, cleaning and 
restoring, where appropriate, the 57 oi l 
panels painted i n the 17th century, w h i c h 
adorn the galleries of the church. 

These 57 panels, painted by the German 
artist, Elert Thiele, depict events f r o m 

O l d and New Testaments inc luding the 
Creation, Passion of Christ and Resurrec­
t ion. They have survived the Great North­
ern War of 1701-19, the First W o r l d War, 
the Second W o r l d War and, more surpri­
singly, the Soviet Occupations. Restora­
t ion w o r k , carried out by the Soviets in 
1970, was not successful. 

The Headley Trust f rom Britain, the Hella 
Vainer Trust f r o m Toronto , Canada, to­
gether w i t h several individuals have al­
ready provided funds w h i c h w i l l enable 
about a th ird of the panels to be restored. 
This w o r k is being carried out w i t h skill, 
dedication and great love by Estonian ex­
perts on site. The cost of restoring each 
panel amounts to a p p r o x i m a t e l y £800 
($1,320). Contributions f rom outside Esto­
nia w i l l be most gratefully received. To 
raise such a sum of money f rom a parish 
of 1,400 souls is not a practical proposition 
since the average monthly salary is about 
£200 ($330). 

The question arises, w h e n there are cases 
of much hardship i n a nation of people 
w h o have experienced great suffering over 
the past fifty years, whether much needed 
resources should not be devoted to other 
charitable enterprises. I n fact we are do­
ing so. The Anglicans, along w i t h their 
brothers and sisters f r o m other congrega­
t i o n s w h o w o r s h i p " r e n t - f r e e " i n the 
church , s u p p o r t the T a l l i n n Children's 
H o s p i t a l . 

Any contributions to the restoration fund 
s h o u l d be sent to "E .E .L .K. T a l l i n n a 
Piihavaimu Kogudus", Hansa Bank, code 
767, account number 1120200255, Kinga 
Street 2, Tal l inn, Estonia. O n completion 
o f the r e s t o r a t i o n w o r k , a Service of 
Rededication and Thanksgiving w i l l take 
place - i n the Spirit of Porv'oo. 

The Earl of Carlisle (right) with members of the Society: From left - The Rev Paul D Schmiege, 
pastor of the Lutheran Church of St Anne & St Agnes, London; the Rev Tom Bruch, general 
secretary of the Lutheran Council of Great Britain; and the Rev Dr Jaakko Rusama of Helsinki. 
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A L S plans International Conference 
at Westcott House in Cambridge, 
England, from September 10-13 

The Rev Dr Per Hansson (right), director of 
the Peter Fjellstedt Foundation, Uppsala, 
Sweden, chats with the Rev Philip Chester of 
London at the Annual General Meeting of the 
Society. 

Introduction to Nordic 
Churches at Uppsala: 
October 16-20 
A four-day conference to introduce the Nor­
dic churches, especially for Anglican clergy, will 
be held at the Peter Fjellstedt Foundation in 
Uppsala, Sweden, f rom October 16-20. 

The participants w i l l debate topics such as 
spirituality in the Nordic churches, liturgical 
tradition and development, church organisa­
t ion, disestablishment of the Church of 
Sweden, parish life and the role of the priest. 
There w i l l be study visits to Stockholm and 
the medieval Cathedrals of Uppsala and 
Strangnas. Al l sessions w i l l be in English. 

Lecturers w i l l include the Most Rev Gunnar 
Weman, former Primate of the Church of 
Sweden; the Rev Dr Johan F Dalman, 
Porvoo contact person for the Church of 
Sweden; the Rev Timothy Lawes, a Church 
of England priest w o r k i n g as a curate in 
the north of Sweden; and the Rev Dr Per 
Hansson. director of the Peter Fjellstedt 
Foundation. 

Participants w i l l stay at the guesthouse of 
the Foundation w h i c h was named after 
Peter Fjellstedt (1802-1881), Swedish bib­
lical scholar and missionary. The confer­
ence w i l l help to develop the Porvoo 
Agreement between British and Irish A n ­
glicans and Nordic and Baltic Lutherans. 

For further informaticjn, please contact: 

The Rev Dr Per Hansson, 
Peter Fjellstedt Foundation, 
Ostra Agatan 6, 
S-753 32 Uppsala, Sweden. 
Phone: +46 (0)18 161100. 
Fax: +46 (0) 18 161110. 
E-mail: per.h.hansson@fjellstedtska.se 

"Justification: What it means for today" 
is the theme chosen for this year's ALS 
International Conference, to be held Sep­
tember 10-13. Members f rom across the 
Anglican-Lutheran w o r l d are expected in 
the ancient university t o w n of Cambridge 
to learn about what relevance the idea of 
Sola Fide ("by Faith alone") might have i n 
the run-up to the twenty-first century. 

There could be no better place for ecu­
menical debate than Westcott House, one 
of t w o Anglican theological colleges in 
Cambridge, and a founding member of the 
ecumenical Federation of Theological Col­
leges there. The so-called "Cambridge 
Federation" is a ground-breaking ecumeni­
cal initiative, w h i c h co-ordinates the theo­
logical formation of Anglican, United Re­
formed, Roman Catholic, Methodist, and 
Orthodox .students preparing to receive 
Holy Orders i n their respective denomi­
nations. "With a Roman Catholic institu­
t i o n as a f u l l member, our compass is 
broader than that of the World Council of 
Churches", Andreas Lowe, w h o is a stu­
dent at Westcott House, tells us. A centre 
for Jewish-Christian studies has recently 
joined the federation. This exciting step 
opens the way to inter-faith dialogue and 
encourages students to be more aware of 
the religious w o r l d outside their o w n faith. 

For the students of the Cambridge theo­
logical federation to think ecumenically 
means to do al l those things together 
w h i c h can be done together, especially 
sharing w o r s h i p , resources and staff. 
While the end result is not always greeted 
w i t h equal satisfaction by all involved, it 
still speaks of an important step in the right 
direction: only by getting to k n o w the 
other's habits and peculiarities can real 
ecumenical progress be achieved. "I t isn't 
always learning the gentle way" , another 
Federation student tells, "but it brings you 
in touch with what makes people's faith tick." 

While the late Victorian walls of Westcott 
are not exactly seeping w i t h ecumenism, 
the college's vision is one shared by ALS, 
and one w h i c h should inspire the confer­
ence's discussions and debates. At the 
heart of the matter w i l l be a theological 
problem that has been bothering theologi­
cal t h i n k e r s since St A u g u s t i n e f i r s t 
touched o n the matter i n a response to 
notorious heretic Pelagius: "Justification 
by faith" w i l l also set the minds of speak­
ers and participants of the ALS conference 
going. We seek to encourage discussion 
a n d d i a l o g u e , a n d t o c o m e t o a n 

understanding of the theological problem 
at hand w h i c h can be taken back into the 
w o r l d in w h i c h we live — for it is by faith 
alone and not theological concepts that 
we are justified. 

The conference w i l l therefore not only 
seek to debate and give meaning to one 
of the great stumbling-blocks of ecumeni­
cal dialogue, but has planned events that 
w i l l deepen our o w n friendships — some­
t h i n g for w h i c h ALS has become re­
nowned. A f i lm-evening as w e l l as expe­
ditions in and around Cambridge w i l l see 
to the fact that no-one w i l l need to grap­
ple w i t h theological issues all day. "The 
Westcott Arms", the only fully licenced bar 
i n the Cambridge Theological Federation, 
w i l l provide for those spiritual needs that 
may not be covered by lectures, plenary 
sessions or our communal worship. 

The speakers invited to set participants 
th ink ing are experts i n their o w n field. 
Many o f them are w e l l k n o w n to ALS 
m e m b e r s . The C a m b r i d g e diocesan 
bishop, Dr Stephen Sykes, w i l l start off the 
conference on September 10. Dr Sykes 
w i l l be retiring f rom the helm of the dio­
cese of Ely at the time of the conference 
in order to become President of St John's 
College, Durham, England.Other speakers 
w i l l be the Rt Rev Hans-Christian Knuth, 
B i shop for Schleswig, Germany, w h o 
chairs the Meissen Commission and the 
Lutheran-Catholic dialogue in his country; 
the Rt Rev Rupert Hoare, Anglican Bishop 
of Dudley, England, and a former princi­
pal of Westcott House; and the Rev Dr 
Jaakko Rusama, our Finnish Correspond­
ent and a graduate of Selwyn College Cam­
bridge, w i l l speak on developments in his 
country. While our focus w i l l mainly cen­
tre o n Anglican and Lutheran concepts of 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n , o u r discussions w i l l be 
rounded off by a special lecture given by 
Dr Richard Rex, the lecturer in Ecclesias­
tical History at the University of Cam­
bridge. Dr Rex, himself a Roman Catholic, 
w i l l talk to us about the recent Lutheran-
Roman Catholic dialogues on justification. 

The t o t a l cost f o r the conference at 
Westcott House w i l l be £l60, including 
room and ful l board. As space at Westcott 
is fairly l imited, please inform the society's 
treasurer before too long if you w o u l d like 
to attend the conference: The Rev Canon 
Guy Smith, 11 Church Walk, Ariey Kings, 
Stourport-on-Severn, DY13 OAL, Worces­
tershire, UK. A w a r m welcome is ex­
tended to all members and friends of the 
Society. The committee hopes to see many 
o l d and new friends this autum! 
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Reflections on 'Cal led to C o m m o n Mission' 
BY N O R M A N A. HJELM 

Readers of The Window have been kept 
up to date regarding discussions in the 
U n i t e d States b e t w e e n the Episcopal 
Church and the Evangelical Lutheran 
C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a ( E L C A ) . A 
"Concordat of Agreement" - a proposal 
for the establishment of " f u l l commun­
ion" between the two churches and the 
product of more than thirty years of fruit­
ful bilateral discussion - was considered 
by the two churches in 1997. This pro­
posal passed the General Convention of 
the Episcopal Church w i t h more than a 
90% affirmative vote; it failed, however, 
to attain the required two-thirds vote of 
the ELCA's Churchwide Assembly by a 
mere six votes, nearly a thousand having 
been cast. The ELCA Assembly, never­
theless, then asked for the formulat ion of 
a revised proposal w h i c h could be con­
sidered by its Churchwide Assembly i n 
1999 and by the Episcopal Church's Gen­
eral Convention i n 2000. 

A draft proposal , "Called to C o m m o n 
Mission" (CCM), is n o w available i n the 
form which w i l l be brought to the ELCA 
C h u r c h w i d e Assembly to be h e l d i n 
Denver, Colorado, in August of this year. 
Again requiring a two-thirds vote for pas­
sage, it w i l l be accompanied by constitu­
tional and liturgical amendments w h i c h 
the ELCA w o u l d of necessity adopt u p o n 
favourable action by the Assembly and a com­
parable decision in 2000 by the Episcopal 
Church. 

CCM has been prepared, w i t h extensive 
reaction f r o m various indiv iduals and 
groups w i t h i n the ELCA, by a six-person 
team chaired by Professor Martin Marty 
of the Divinity School of the University 
of Chicago. T w o Lutherans joined Marty 
on the drafting team: Professor Michael 
Root of T r i n i t y Lutheran T h e o l o g i c a l 
Seminary in Columbus, Ohio and Profes­
sor Todd Nichol of Luther Theological 
Seminary i n St. Paul, Minnesota w h o 
alone w i t h i n the drafting team has not 
agreed to the text. Three members of the 
Episcopal Church were also part of the 
d r a f t i n g g r o u p : the Rt. Rev. C. 
Christopher Epting, Bishop of Iowa; the 
Rev. Canon J. Robert Wright, professor 
at the General Theological Seminary in 
N e w Y o r k ; and the Rev. W i l l i a m A. 
Norgren, former Ecumenical Officer of 
the church. 

Commentators have generally agreed that 
CCM is a clearer d o c u m e n t than the 
former Concordat, and its emphasis o n 
common mission as a consequence of fu l l 
communion between the t w o churches 
has been widely hailed. Significant clari­

fications have been made i n asserting that 
each church w o u l d maintain its o w n i n ­
tegrity i n respect to key structural mat­
ters, such as an agreement that the ELCA 
could retain its present practice of elect­
ing its bishops for specific and renew­
able terms of office. 

There w o u l d , further, be agreement that 
a bishop is invariably to preside at all 
ordinations to the priesthood/ministry, a 
point of contention for some Lutherans. 
There is no ment ion of the "three-fold 
ministry" of bishops, priests, and deacons 
in CCM. 

Two significant actions 

Undoubtedly, however, the t w o most sig­
nificant actions are still (1) a pledge by 
the Episcopal Church to enact a tempo­
rary suspension, in this case only, of the 
seventeenth-century restriction, found in 
the Preface to the O r d i n a t i o n Rites 
(Book of Common Prayer, p. 510) that 
"no persons are al lowed to exercise the 
offices of bishop, priest, or deacon in this 
Church unless they are so ordained, or 
have already received such ord inat ion 
w i t h the laying-on-of-hands by bishops 
w h o are themselves d u l y q u a l i f i e d to 
confer H o l y Orders." The purpose of 
this action, declaring this restriction in ­
applicable to the present clergy of the 
ELCA alone, w i l l be to permit the f u l l 
i n t e r c h a n g e a b i l i t y a n d r e c i p r o c i t y o f 
clergy between the churches, that is, to 
a l l o w all ELCA pastors to f u n c t i o n as 
priests or presbyters w i t h i n the Episco­
pal Church w i t h o u t any further ordina­
t ion or re-ordination or supplemental or­
dinat ion whatsoever, subject always to 
canonically or constitutionally approved 
invitation. 

(2) The ELCA, for its part, w o u l d agree 
that all its bishops, subsequent to the enact­
ment of CCM, w o u l d be installed/ordained 
(different terminology is used by the t w o 
churches) with the participation in the laying-
on-of-hands by at least three bishops f rom 
churches w i t h i n the global Lutheran com­
m u n i o n w h i c h already maintain "historic 
succession" (e.g., the Churches of Sweden, 
Finland, or Tanzania) and/or the Episcopal 
Church. 

These t w o actions, i f taken, w o u l d val i ­
date the CCM call that each church make 
fundamental changes i n its structure and 
self-understanding for the sake of unity in 
the gospel. Neither church w i l l remain the 
same. 

Debate w i t h i n the ELCA concerning this 
adoption of "the historic Episcopate" is 
intense, at t imes bit ter , and - i n the 
present v iew - not always marked by a 

w e l l - i n f o r m e d v i e w of either Lutheran 
historical or confessional warrants. At 
root, o n the one hand, a case can be made 
that the proposals of CCM regarding epis­
copacy are favoured by those w h o view 
the l 6 t h century Lutheran Reformation as 
an emergency action w h i c h for the sake 
of the gospel resulted in the adoption of 
patterns of ministry and oversight outside 
the historical precedents of the Western 
catholic tradition. For these persons the 
e c u m e n i c a l i m p e r a t i v e w h i c h leads 
through the historic episcopacy is convinc­
ing. Those w h o oppose CCM, on the other 
hand, tend to regard the Reformation as a 
legitimate establishment of Protestant de-
nominationalism. For these persons, the 
ecumenical imperative is clearly most of­
ten something less than " ful l communion." 

T w o arenas where these issues have been 
debated are worthy of mention. On De­
cember 9, 1998 a joint "study day," spon­
sored by the Lutheran Theological Semi­
nary i n Phi ladelphia and the General 
Theological Seminary of New York, was 
held in Philadelphia on the theme, "The 
Revised Concordat and the Evangelical 
Office of the Bishop." Main lectures were 
given by Professors Root and Wright. Pro­
fessor Root, in his paper, emphasized that 
the historic episcopate can be adopted by 
the ELCA w i t h no forfeiture of the historic 
Lutheran conviction that there is but one 
ordained gospel ministry of Word and sac­
raments. Professor Wright provided his­
torical evidence for the fact that the his­
toric episcopate has always been, i n the 
words of Anglicanism's Chicago-Lambeth 
Quadrilateral, "locally adapted in the meth­
ods of its administration to the varying 
needs of the nations and peoples called 
of G o d into unity of His Church." 

Both speakers - along w i t h other theolo­
gians w h o addressed the conference - em­
phasized the appropriateness of defining 
the desired episcopate as an evangelical 
one. The office of the bishop is always 
to be seen, by both Lutherans and Epis­
copalians, as totally i n the service of the 
gospel. Apostolicity - w h i c h each church 
acknowledges as already present i n the 
other — encompasses more than episco­
pacy, and the historic episcopate stands, 
i n the words of the Faith and Order docu­
ment, Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry, as 
"a sign but not a guarantee" of authentic 
apostolic faithfulness. 

A second location where this debate con­
cerning the CCM proposals has been car­
ried out is i n the most recent issue of the 
American Lutheran theological journal , 
dialog ( W i n t e r 1999). A g a i n , Robert 

contin uedon page 5 
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continued from page 4: 

Wright has prov ided the central essay, 
" A n Episcopalian V i e w of the Historic 
Episcopate." With a deep understanding 
of authoritat ive Lutheran confessional 
writings - especially the crucial Article 
7 of the Augsburg Confession and the 
equally crucial Article 14 of the Apology 
to that confession - Wright irenically sug­
gests that the historic episcopate, as "cul­
turally adapted" in the United States by 
the Episcopal Church, w o u l d enrich the 
life of the ELCA, even as, for example, 
he makes a strong case that the Episco­
pal Church stands in need of a deepened 
appropriation of the classic Lutheran doc­
trine - "by w h i c h the church stands or 
falls" - of justification by grace through 
faith. 

Lutheran responses 

Three Lutheran responses to Wright i n 
dialog demonstrate great receptivity to 
the proposals of CCM; t w o responses -
marked, I think, by basic misreadings of 
Lutheran history and tradition and by a 
regrettable tone of panic and anger - are 
strongly opposed. 

Since CCM is, i n point of its or ig in , a 
proposal for fu l l communion f rom w i t h i n 
the ELCA, the present debate is centered 
w i t h i n the Lutheran family. It remains 
to be seen h o w the Episcopal Church w i l l 
react to what many hope w i l l be a posi­
tive action by the ELCA in August of this 
year. 

The debate w i t h i n American Lutheran-
ism has thus far centered on whether or 
not the Lutheran confessional t radi t ion 
allows an episcopacy in historic succes­
sion. Many of us, convinced that this is 
neither a theological or ecclesiological 
problem, wish that more discussion con­
cerning the positive desirability - for the 
sake of unity and as one sign, though not 
a guarantee, of apostolicity - of such an 
episcopal structure marked the debate. 
Emphasis should not be o n the problem 
but on the gift and its potential for unity 
and mission. 

It needs to be admitted, nevertheless, that 
the present Lutheran debate seems often 
to reach a strikingly low level. O p p o ­
nents of CCM seem the better organised 
- w i t h a website on the internet cap­
tioned "The Word Alone: For the Word, 
against the historic episcopate i n the 
ELCA," w i t h conferences on "Upholding 
Lutheran Confessions," and w i t h pe t i ­
tions which call for the rejection of the 
proposed ful l communion. These oppo­
nents to CCM, centered largely in ELCA 
synods and institutions of the upper m i d ­
west, have on occasion adopted a style of ar­
gument - personal, procedural, and tradi­
t ional ly Protestant - w h i c h o f ten has 

not elevated the discussion. • 

It is certainly not easy for non-Lutherans 
to understand the depth of this American 
Lutheran debate. More than theology or 
ecclesiology is involved. The forms of 
faith and church life w h i c h marked par­
ticular 19th century immigrant groups of 
Lutherans, especially f rom Norway, con­
tinue - even at the dawn of the 21st century 
- to shape basic attitudes. 

The anti-clericalism w h i c h marked some 
expressions of Lutheran pietism genera­
tions ago has n o w taken o n anti-episco­
pal tones. A contentment w i t h American 
denominat iona l i sm, w i t h the Lutheran 
church being no more than one among 
several mainline Protestant churches, re­
stricts the ecumenical insight and passion 
of many w h o oppose CCM. I n this de­
bate considerable disagreement has sur­
faced i n respect to such traditional Lu­
theran concerns as adiaphoron and the 
phrase satis est ("it is enough") in the sev­
enth Article of the Augsburg Confession, 
even as new and potentially fruit ful dis­
cussions have emerged concerning the 
meaning of apostolicity, catholicity, and, 
obviously, the historic episcopate. There 
is, however, in spite of the depth of these 
discussions reason to suspect that the ecu­
menica l dec i s ion to be taken by the 
ELCA in August 1999 - no matter the out­
come - might leave deep wounds. 

Yet, in the m i n d of the present writer , 
" C a l l e d t o C o m m o n M i s s i o n " does 
present a kairos to b o t h the ELCA and 
the Episcopal Church. Years of commit­
ted theological discussion, marked by se­
rious prayer and concern for mission, 
have brought these t w o churches to an 
acknowledgment of common faith in the 
Trinitarian apostolic gospel. Full com­
munion between these t w o limbs i n the 
one Body of Christ w o u l d be a faithful 
response to the prayer "that all may be 
one" and w o u l d auger for renewed faith 
and mission in the secularised, pluralis­
tic, and religiously gnostic society w h i c h 
is the United States. Full communion is 
not meant to be s imply theological or 
ecclesiological agreement. It is the estab­
lishment of a new life together in ways 
not yet shown by God. Our ecumenical 
capacity for moving towards the visible 
unity of the church is being put to the test. 

[Norman A. Hjelm, a pastor of the ELCA, 
has served as Director and Senior Editor of 
Fortress Press in Philadelphia, Director of 
Communication and Acting Deputy General 
Secretary for Planning of the Lutheran 
Worid Federation in Geneva, and Director of 
the Commission on Faith and Order of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ 
i n the USA. N o w ret ired, he lives i n 
Wynnewood, Pennsylvania.] 

Anglicans and Lutherans 
forge local links in USA 
The author of our feature, Norman A. 
Hjelm, has also contributed this report on 
the practical impl icat ions of Called to 
Common Mission i n his home-state of 
Pennsylvania: 

The Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania 
and the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church i n 
America are remarkably similar in many 
respects. They cover the same geographi­
cal area - five counties in the greater Penn­
sylvania area - and have v i r tua l ly the 
same number of parishes and commu­
nicant members. Relations between the 
t w o bodies are close, and they are both 
l o o k i n g for the a d o p t i o n o f Called to 
Common Mission and the establishment of 
f u l l c o m m u n i o n b e t w e e n t h e i r t w o 
churches 

As a way of making present relationships 
even closer and planning for f u l l com­
munion , the Diocesan and Synodical Bi­
s h o p s , Char les B e n n i s o n a n d Roy 
Almquist , made arrangements in Febru­
ary of this year for their staff to spend a 
day together to discover common con­
cerns and strengthen c o m m o n mission. 
About 20 officials met i n suburban Phila­
d e l p h i a and d i scovered many points 
where w o r k can be best done together. 
The development of a c o m m o n urban 
strategy for mission and evangelisation, 
opportunities for shared chaplaincies in 
hospitals and social service institutions, 
the desirability of joint ministries at col­
leges and universities, the necessity of an 
ecumenical witness in areas of urban life 
such as public education - these were cen­
tral issues i n wide-ranging discussions. 

One Episcopal priest has, largely as a re­
sult of this meeting, been asked by the 
Lutheran Bishop to help develop a new 
p r o g r a m m e of s p i r i t u a l d i r e c t i o n for 
synodical clergy. Further meetings of the 
group are anticipated, and a pledge has 
been made that regardless of national 
church decisions, this diocese and this 
synod intend to live and witness together 
i n deep and imaginative ways. 

The proposal for fu l l communion. Called 
to Common Mission, stresses that the vis­
ible unity of the church - "that all may 
be one" - is for the sake of mission -
"that all the w o r l d might believe". Full 
c o m m u n i o n between Episcopalians and 
Lutherans in South-Eastern Pennyslvania 
is taking solid shape as church leaders, 
clergy and laity increasingly learn to get 
to k n o w one another and also develop 
common strategies of mission, thus giv­
ing to their faith, life and witness a new 
depth of koinonia and unity. 
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Archbishop of Church of Sweden enthusiastic 
about church-state separation in his country 

Archbishop Dr K. G. Hammar of the Church of Sweden (left) lecturing at the annual general 
meeting of the Anglican Lutheran Society. The Very Rev Lennart Sjostrom, rector of the Swedish 
Church in London (right), introduced the Archbishop. 

The Most Rev Dr K.G. Hammar, Arch­
bishop of the Church of Sweden, spoke 
positively about the coming separation 
of church and state i n his country at the 
annual general meeting of the Anglican-
Lutheran Society held on March 13 at the 
Swedish Church i n L o n d o n . Cedric 
Pul ford of Geneva-based Ecumenical 
News International (END attended the 
meeting and interviewed Dr Hammar af­
terwards. Fo l lowing is his report, re­
printed here w i t h permission of ENI: 

The disestablishment of the church is 
" inevitable" in advanced Western na­
tions, according to the primate of the 
Church of Sweden, A r c h b i s h o p K .G. 
Hammar of Uppsala, whose church w i l l 
cease to be l inked to the state officially 
next year. I n an interview w i t h ENI dur­
ing a visit to London, the Lutheran arch­
bishop said the present established sta­
tus of the church brought "only disadvan­
tages". The archbishop was attending 
the annual meeting of the Anglican-Lu­
theran Society i n L o n d o n , w h e r e he 
briefed members o n the establishment 
issue. 

The e s ta b l i s h men t o f the r e f o r m e d 
Church of Sweden dates from the 17th 
century Lutheran Reformation, w i t h the 
king as head of the church and parliament 
enacting its confessional and legal basis. 
Bishops and cathedral deans are ap­
pointed by the government. This w i l l 
change next year w h e n the church takes 
over responsibility for choosing its o w n 
leaders and enacting its o w n legislative 
ordinances. 

Dr Hammar to ld ENI that he was "ex­
cited at the opportunity to be part of this 
historic change. It leads us to relate to 
people in a new way. Instead of telling 
people, we must listen, and, if we listen, 
we may f ind we have something to share 
w i t h them." 

Despite the d ises tab l i shment o f the 
church, Dr Hammar to ld ENI that the 
church's income appeared to be secure. 
The government w o u l d continue to col­
lect a compulsory church tax, renamed 
as a fee, f rom all members. He d i d not 
agree that having the government collect 
a compulsory fee w o u l d compromise the 
new independence of the church. A l ­
though non-members w i l l no longer have 
to pay tax to the Church of Sweden - at 
present they pay three-quarters of the 
member's rate - the church has a d o m i ­
nant position in the country. The arch­
bishop reported that 75 per cent of in ­
fants were baptized in the church, and 45 

per cent of the children were being con­
firmed. 

Dr Hammar to ld ENI that the Swedish ex­
perience suggested that disestablishment 
was, sooner or later, "inevitable" in advanced 
Western nations. (Countries w i t h an estab­
lished church include England, Scotland, 
Norway and Denmark.) "We also had great 
oppos i t ion (to disestablishment) i n the 
1980s," he said, "yet the final decision was 
backed by 95 per cent of the church assem­
bly." 

He was confident that disestablishment 
w o u l d help ecumenism. "It mu.st become 
easier to create new relationships. There is an 
expectation among the free (non-Church of 
Sweden) churches that it w i l l mean some­
thing." Dr Hammar's greatest wish is that 
liberating the church from its state links w i l l 
"help to resolve the contradiction between 
power and the Christian faith based on 
love." 

During his visit to London, Dr Hammar 
welcomed a group of Swedish pastors w h o 
attended a course on Anglican spirituality- and 
church practice under the Porvoo agreement, 
which established communion between the 
Anglican churches in Britain and Ireland, 
and Lutheran churches in the Nordic and Baltic 
region, including the Church of Sweden. 

Dr Hammar described Porvoo as "perhaps 
the greatest ecumenical achievement so far". 
He said: "It must grow on a local level to be 
important for the future. It is not the end 

of the process, but a step on the way. I hope 
it w i l l inspire others i n the w o r l d - w i d e 
church." 

Sjostrom preaches 
at Canterbury 
Ecumenical history was made on February 21 
when the Very' Rev Lennart Sjostrom, Dean 
of the Swedish Church in London, preached 
at Canterbury Cathedral. It was the first time 
that a Swedish priest had preached during a 
main service o n a Sunday morning at the 
Metropolitan Cathedral at Canterbury since 
the signing of the Porvoo Agreement. It 
was probably the first time ever for a Swed­
ish Lutheran to take part in this way. The 
Porvoo Agreement means that the British 
and Irish Anglican churches and the Lu­
theran churches of the Nordic and Baltic 
countries are in fu l l communion w i t h each 
other. 

More than 100 members of the Swedish 
congregation travelled to Canterbury from 
London to attend the service. The Dean of 
Canterbury, the Very Rev John Simpson, 
welcomed the congregation. The dean in ­
vited the Swedish congregation for drinks at 
the deanery after the ser\'ice and gave the 
Swedish Church a gift. Dr Jan Erik Ahlberg, 
chairman of the Church Council of the Swed­
ish Church, thanked the dean and recipro­
cated the dean's gesture by a "Lutheran" gift. 
The service was arranged by Canon Roger 
Symon 
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Rusama reports on A L S in Finland during 1998 
Following is the report given by the Rev 
Dr Jaakko Rusama, the ALS N a t i o n a l 
Correspondent i n Finland, at the Soci­
ety's annual general meeting: 

ALS has taken its place alongside other An­
glican-Lutheran contacts i n Finland. Since 
1929 there have been a series of Anglo-
Scandinavian (now Anglo-Nordic- Baltic) 
Theological Conferences, and from the 1970s 
a series of Anglo-Scandinavian Pastoral Con­
ferences with a Baltic dimension. Apart from 
these ongoing programmes many other links 
exist between the Finnish Lutheran Church 
and the Anglican churches i n the Porvoo 
Agreement. 

Anglicans in Finland 
The Angl i can Church i n F i n l a n d is a 
chaplaincy w i t h i n the Church of England 
Diocese in Europe. W i t h about 100 mem­
bers, it is an active member i n the Finn­
ish Ecumenical Council and widely seen 
as a sister church to the Evangelical Lu­
theran Church in Finland. Increased f i ­
nancial aid f r o m the Finnish Lutheran 
Church saw to the appointment of a new 
chaplain: the Rev Francis Chadwick was 
succeeded i n the autumn by an Ir ish-
b o r n priest, the Rev Rupert M o r e t o n , 
whose induction service took place on 
Advent Sunday and was attended by A n ­
glican and Lutheran clergy. 

The Porvoo process 
The Finnish Lutheran C h u r r h is repre­
sented in the Porvoo Agreement Contact 
G r o u p and i n a P o r v o o m o n i t o r i n g 
group. At the Finnish group's initiative, 
a symposium o n Canon Law was held in 
London in January last year at w h i c h le­
gal experts finalised a common interpre­
tation of the commitments contained i n 
the P r o v o o D e c l a r a t i o n . T h e 
Finnish monitor ing group prepared the 
necessary amendments w h i c h w i l l be 
taken into account in Finnish Lutheran 
Canon Law and Church order. Final de­
cisions w i l l be made at a General Synod 
in 1999. 

A l l churches w h i c h so far have ratified 
the Porvoo Declaration unofficially also have 
adopted a joint name for the region - the 
Porvoo Communion. The first consultation 
of church leaders f rom the members of the 
communion was held in Turku, Finland, in 
March. At the consultation a number of ecu­
menical observers f rom the Orthodox, Ro­
man Catholic, O l d Catholic and Reformed 
Churches were also present. 

At their consultation, the bishops of teh 
Porvoo communion affirmed their commit­
ment to address some of the challenges fac­
ing people in Europe together. Challenges 
include the erosion of traditional values, 

w h i c h is o f t e n a c c o m p a n i e d b y an 
inarticulated search for spiriaiality. There was 
a strong conviction among the prelates that 
churches, as an integral part of society, can 
w o r k in partnership to meet some of the 
major changes. There was also a review of 
changing patterns of the relationships be­
tween church and state in the countries con­
cerned. The church leaders also ratified the 
findings of the Canon Law symposium in 
January. 

A highlight symbolizing the growing to­
gether w i t h i n the n e w c o m m u n i o n o f 
churches was the c e l e b r a t i o n o f the 
Eucharist w i t h the people of the city of 
Turku in the cathedral o n 15 March. The 
preacher was the Archbishop of York , 
the Most Rev David Hope. Clergy f rom 
several c o u n t r i e s a d m i n i s t e r e d H o l y 
C o m m u n i o n . N e w co-chairmen were 
elected to the Porvoo Agreement Contact 
Group: the Bishop of Oslo, Dr Andreas 
Aarflot and the Bishop of Grimsby, Dr 
David Tustin (retiring Anglican president 
of the Anglican-Lutheran Society) were 
succeeded by the Irish Bishop of Cashel 
and Ossory, John Neil l , and the Finnish 
B i s h o p o f B o r g a ( P o r v o o ) , D r E r i k 
Vikstrom, w h o is also co-president of the 
Anglican-Lutheran Society. 

The consecration o n Pentecost of the 
new bishop in the Archdiocese of Turku , 
D r I l k k a Kantola , was a t tended by a 
number of foreign bishops, including the 
A n g l i c a n B i s h o p o f D o v e r , R i c h a r d 
L l e w e l l i n . I n D e c e m b e r , D r J o h n 
Vikstrom was succeeded as the new Arch­
bishop of Turku and Finland by the Dean 
of T u r k u Cathedral, the Rev Dr Jukka 
Paarma. 

Three Finnish Lutheran pastors were l i ­
censed to o f f i c i a t e as priests i n the 
Church of England i n 1996. A l l are 
members of the Anglican-Lutheran Soci­
ety: Dr H e i k k i Kotila (editor of a Chris­
tian newspaper); the author (assistant d i ­
rector of the Academy of Finland); and 
Dr Henrik Smedjebacka (former director 
of the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mis­
sion, n o w retired). I n 1998 the Rev Matti 
Amnel l of Agricola Church, Helsinki, re­
ceived a similar licence. They all led An ­
g l i c a n services i n A g r i c o l a C h u r c h . 

The universities 
I n the theological faculties of the Finnish 
universities, at least t w o doctoral studies 
were conducted on Anglican themes - one 
on the Porvoo Common Statement and 
Declararion, and another on Archbishop 
Michael Ramsey. I n October, the church 
history department of the Helsinki Theo­
logical Faculty organised a course o n 
church and culture in Britain, focussing 
especially on the Church of England. 

'The Window' 
The Window has been a helpful instru­
ment i n i n f o r m i n g about Angl ican-Lu­
theran relations and the activities of the 
Society. Apart f rom members of the So­
ciety, the newsletter was sent to key peo­
ple in the church and media. 

Membership in Finland 
By the end of 1998 there were l 6 mem­
bers in Finland, compared to 13 members 
i n 1997. Out of nine Lutheran bishops in 
the country, two are members of the So­
ciety. Efforts are being made to bring more 
people into membership. 

Lively international lunch-time conversation at the London AGM: From left, the Rev Olle Liden 
of Tasjo, Sweden; the Rev Holger Harrack of Wilhelmshaven, Germany; Gesine Hoare of Cradley 
Heath, England; and Dorothy Knights of Malvern, England. 
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Canon Guy H Smith (left), newly elected ALS-Treasurer, receives the Society s cheque-book 
from the Rev Brian D Coleman, outgoing treasurer, at the end of the annual general meeting. 

The Window' has entered the electronic age 
The editors of The Window open their 
copy books and portray the otherwise 
nameless faces behind the newsletter: 

" H o w do they do it?" y o u might ask your­
self, should you ever contemplate h o w 
this copy of the newsletter was produced. 
The way from the hand-written article to 
the finished product o n your doorstep is 
indeed an elaborate process, taking up to 
two weeks of hard w o r k on the part of 
the editors and their product ion team, 
currently located at Falmouth, Mass, USA, 
H e i d e l b e r g , G e r m a n y , a n d L o n d o n , 
England. If the people behind the news­
letter reflect the international character of 
the Society they serve, the production of 
The Window in three countries bears fur­
ther testimony to that fact. 

When Gordon Roe wrote in his A G M re­
port that the "latest means of communi­
cation" w o u l d be employed to co-ordinate 
ALS business, he might have had in m i n d 
fax machines and the trusty telephone. 
The editors of The Window, however, re­
sort to using the telephone only at the very 
last minute, in order to discuss the final 
draft, before dispatching the publication 
to the printers: the ALS newsletter is n o w 
produced by a steady process of messages 
sent by electronic mail , directly f rom one 
computer to another, literally at the speed 
of an electron. 

the copy editor to type up a single contribu­
tion submitted by letter, since all articles sent 
by electronic mail can be accessed on any com­
puter equipped w i t h a telephone link, any­
where in the wor ld . This opens the way to 
creative publishing independently from the 
actual whereabouts of authors, editors or 
printers. Still, even the most sophisticated 
technology does not replace commitment 
and patience, as any writer w i l l confirm. 

Once the first draft is assembled, the editors 
may meet or may not meet, depending on 
their movements. Only the Christmas edi­
tion was published after two editorial meet­
ings, one at Boston Logan airport's French 
cafe (of all places), the other at the Lutheran 
co-editor's Cape Cod home. The Anglican 
editor just happened to pass through that 
part of America w h i l e o n tour w i t h his 
Cambridge College choir and, despite a 
busy schedule, time was found to discuss 
the needs of the newletter after a lengthy 
period of silence. 

The f i n a l c o p y is passed back f r o m 
Heidelberg to Massachusetts for a quick 
glance over the lay-out, only i n order to 
be faxed to London, England, straight­
away where it is proof-read by a colleague. 
The revised proofs are sent back to the copy-
editor, corrected and then passed on to 
our L o n d o n printers by electronic and 
Royal mail . 

This enables the Lutheran editor, the Rev 
Ronald Englund, to compose articles at his 
home i n Falmouth, and the Anglican edi­
tor, Andreas Lowe, to complete the copy 
of the newsletter even while away f rom 
C a m b r i d g e o n a re search t e r m i n 
Heidelberg. The electronic age has made 
it unnecessary to meet in person, or for 

The p r o d u c t i o n has only ended w h e n 
hundreds of copies are strewn across the 
floor of Marianne Haig, w h o has taken on 
the task of packing and posting The Window 
to its readers. The society wishes to extend 
their gratitude to all helpers, whether known 
to the readers, or serving quietly behind the 
scenes,who make this publication possible. 

Guy Smith succeeds 
Brian Coleman as 
ALS treasurer 
Canon Guy H Smith of Stourport-on-Sev­
ern, Worcestershire, England, was elected 
treasurer of the Anglican-Lutheran Soci­
ety at its annual general meet ing on 
March 13. He succeeds the Rev Brian J 
Coleman of Onslow "Village (Guildford) , 
England, w h o completed t w o terms as 
treasurer. 

Canon Smith has been a member of the 
Society's Committee and served as assist­
ant treasurer before the election. He re­
c e n t l y r e t i r e d as T e a m Rector o f 
K i d d e r m i n s t e r , Worcestershire . (See 
story in The Window, No.58.) 

Please send all new membership fees as 
w e l l as membership renewal fees whic h 
are made in pounds sterling to: Canon 
Guy H . Smith, 11 Church Walk , Arley 
Kings, Stourport-on-Severn, Worcester­
shire DY13 OAL, England. Make cheques 
payable to Anglican-Lutheran Society. 

Members at the A G M expressed their 
gratitude to Brian Coleman for his years 
of service as the Society's treasurer. 
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